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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Walton  and  Weybridge  Urban 

District  Council. 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  1972  on  the 
health  of  the  Walton  and  Weybridge  Urban  District  which  has  been 
prepared  in  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  Department  of 
Health  and  Social  Security. 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  shows  a  decrease  of  30  and  as 
births  exceeded  deaths  by  65  there  appears  to  have  been  an  outward 
migration  of  95  people.  My  impression  is  that  the  projected  popula¬ 
tions  which  have  been  produced  by  the  planners  for  this  area  are  not 
materialising.  For  example,  the  projected  population  for  1971  was 
54,000  whereas  the  actual  census  population  was  51,004.  The  possible 
explanation  is  that  some  of  the  child  bearing  population  are  seeking 
houses  elsewhere  and  a  large  proportion  of  new  residents  are  middle 
aged  or  elderly. 

The  birth  and  death  rates  remain  below  those  for  England  and 
Wales  whilst  infant  mortality  corresponds  to  the  national  rate. 

Although  influenza  was  prevalent  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  only 
seven  deaths  were  attributable  to  this  disease  and  six  of  these  occurred 
in  old  aged  pensioners.  As  usual,  all  Council  employees  operating 
the  essential  services  were  offered  vaccination  against  influenza  and 
there  was  a  good  response. 

Very  little  infectious  disease  was  encountered  during  1972.  Only 
60  notifications  were  received  compared  to  326  in  1971.  Most  of  the 
latter  were,  however,  attributable  to  measles,  which  shows  a 
prevalence  every  other  year. 

There  were  13  cases  of  food  poisoning  and  this  included  a  small 
outbreak  in  a  local  hotel  during  bank  holiday.  The  cause  of  this  out¬ 
break  was  a  well  known  toxin  producing  type  of  staphylococcus. 
None  of  the  suspected  food  was  available  for  investigation.  However, 
it  was  thought  to  have  been  due  to  the  food  prepared  the  day  before 
and  re-heated  the  following  day — not  an  uncommon  practice  with 
shortage  of  staff  during  bank  holiday  week-ends. 
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There  were  also  four  cases  of  food  poisoning  arising  from  a  large 
outbreak  affecting  129  out  of  173  guests  who  attended  a  banquet  at 
a  London  hotel.  During  the  investigation  and  follow  up  of  those  at 
risk  close  co-operation  was  maintained  with  the  Health  Department 
of  the  London  Borough  in  whose  district  the  hotel  was  situated.  As 
might  be  expected,  the  methods  of  preserving  and  storing  food  at 
the  establishment  left  something  to  be  desired. 

The  health  of  immigrants  must  be  a  major  concern  of  any  health 
authority  but  follow-up  can  be  extremely  difficult  if  false  addresses 
are  given  to  the  Port  Medical  Officers  at  the  point  of  entry.  New 
forms  now  make  it  imperative  to  inform  Port  Medical  Officers 
whether  the  immigrant  has  been  located  at  the  address  he  or  she  has 
submitted  on  entry.  Constant  vigilance  must  be  maintained  for  the 
importation  of  smallpox,  typhoid,  malaria,  cholera,  tuberculosis  and 
other  tropical  diseases. 

An  outbreak  of  smallpox  in  Yugoslavia  involving  174  cases  with 
34  deaths  increased  the  administrative  work  in  connection  with 
vaccination  certificates.  Now  that  routine  vaccination  is  no  longer 
being  encouraged  these  episodes  will  tend  to  cause  some  panic  for 
years  to  come. 

With  the  discontinuation  of  smallpox  vaccination  as  a  routine 
procedure  a  reduction  in  the  number  of  primary  vaccinations  was  to 
be  expected.  Immunisations  and  vaccinations  against  diphtheria, 
whooping  cough,  tetanus,  poliomyelitis  and  German  measles  show  an 
increase  on  the  figures  for  1971. 

Detailed  proposals  for  the  management  of  the  Reorganised  National 
Health  Service  were  announced  during  the  year  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  Health  and  Social  Services.  At  present  hospital,  community 
health  and  family  practitioner  services  are  all  managed  by  separate 
groups  of  officers  responsible  to  different  Authorities.  The  report 
proposed  a  unified  management  structure  to  enable  the  different  parts 
of  the  Health  Service  to  work  effectively.  It  is  aimed  to  improve 
contact  between  individual  general  practitioners  and  local  hospitals 
and  to  build  on  the  ground  work  already  laid  in  establishing  and 
planning  community  health  teams.  The  country  will  be  divided  into 
regions  and  each  region  into  areas.  The  area  health  authority  will 
correspond  to  the  new  County  of  Surrey  and  will  be  divided  into 
districts  which  will  be  the  basic  operational  units.  It  is  anticipated  a 
health  district  will  serve  a  population  of  200,000  to  300,000  corres¬ 
ponding  to  the  catchment  area  of  the  district  general  hospital  and  will 
be  responsible  for  planning  most  health  care  needs.  No  decision  on 
the  districts  has  yet  been  taken  but  it  is  assumed  the  catchment  area 
of  St.  Peter’s  Hospital  will  be  one  of  the  health  districts. 

Each  district  will  have  a  management  team  consisting  of  two 
elected  medical  representatives  of  which  one  will  be  a  consultant  and 
the  other  a  general  practitioner,  a  community  physician,  nursing 
officer,  financial  officer  and  an  administrator.  This  team  of  six  will 
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be  required  to  identify  gaps  in  the  service  in  relation  to  needs  and 
to  develop  ways  of  improving  its  services  so  as  to  use  existing 
resources  better.  Public  access  to  area  health  authorities  will  be  via 
community  health  councils  which  will  be  made  up  of  representatives 
from  district  councils  and  local  voluntary  organisations  though  how 
these  are  to  operate  is  not  yet  clearly  understood. 

Reorganisation  of  Local  Government  is  also  taking  place  at  the 
same  time  as  that  of  the  Health  Service.  Larger  Councils,  the  result 
of  amalgamation  between  adjacent  districts  will  emerge  in  1974.  No 
one  would  question  this  necessary  overhaul  of  local  government 
because  of  the  existence  of  numerous  small  non  viable  authorities 
with  populations  between  1,000  and  10,000.  Our  district  will  join 
Esher  to  form  the  new  district  council  of  Elmbridge  with  an  approxi¬ 
mate  population  of  116,000,  Whether  any  benefits  will  accrue  from 
the  union  of  two  efficient  units  of  local  government  each  with  popula¬ 
tions  over  50,000  is  a  matter  for  conjecture.  Nevertheless  I  take  this 
opportunity  of  extending  my  best  wishes  for  the  future  to  the  new 
Council. 

At  this  point  in  the  introduction  of  the  Report  it  is  customary  to 
thank  various  people  for  their  help  throughout  the  year.  The  fact 
that  this  is  repeated  year  after  year  does  not  detract  from  its 
sincerity.  One  must  first  of  all  acknowledge  the  consistent  work  by 
members  of  the  Health  Department  throughout  the  year  and  the  help 
received  from  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 
In  addition,  a  close  liaison  has  been  maintained  with  the  Council 
Departments  and  the  County  Council.  The  good  links  between  the 
general  practitioner  service,  the  hospital  service  and  the  preventive 
service  which  were  forged  some  years  ago  have  stood  the  test  of  time 
and  there  is  reason  to  believe  that  in  recent  years  these  have  been 
strengthened.  The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Guildford  under  its 
new  Director,  Dr.  Joan  Davies,  has  also  rendered  invaluable  service. 

E.  M.  HAMILTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority 

Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

E.  M.  Hamilton,  m.b.e.,  m.b.,  B.ch.,  b.a.o.,  d.p.h.,  m.f.c.m. 
(also  acts  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Urban  District  of 
Chertsey  and  Deputy  Divisional  Medical  Officer  for  the  North- 
Western  Division,  Surrey  County  Council). 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

S.  A.  EaDE,  D.M.A.,  M.A.P.H.I.,  F.R.S.H. 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

G.  W.  Aston,  m.a.p.h.i. 

Public  Health  Inspectors  : 

A.  J.  Bell,  m.a.p.h.i. 

H.  R.  D.  Scott,  m.a.p.h.i. 

V.  J.  Quayle,  m.a.p.h.i. 

G.  E.  Pratt,  m.a.p.h.i.  (to  31.8.72) 

Meat  Inspector : 

A.  Warner,  m.r.s.h. 

Student  Public  Health  Inspectors: 

J.  E.  Thurgood. 

J.  Johnson. 

Miss  D.  J.  Greenfield  (from  9.10.72) 

Rodent  Operator: 

A.  Frost. 

Clerical  Staff: 

Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  Secretary: 

Miss  J.  M.  Eglon. 

(Miss  Eglon  is  also  responsible  for  the  secretarial  duties  apper¬ 
taining  to  the  work  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  Urban 
District  of  Chertsey.) 

Public  Health  Inspector’s  Section: 

Mrs.  M.  E.  Ilkiw.  (Chief  Clerk.) 

Miss  M.  L.  Adams  (to  26.5.72) 

Miss  S.  V.  Leech  (to  10.5.72) 

Miss  S.  C.  L.  Nagioff  (from  30.5.72) 

Mrs.  P.  Patmore  (part-time  from  24.7.72) 


Public  Analyst: 

J.  A.  Palgrave,  b.sc.,  f.r.i.c. 
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STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  Acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  9,052 

Estimated  resident  population  mid-year  1972  (estimate  supplied 

by  Registrar-General)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  51,820 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  according  to  Rate  Books  ...  ...  17,546 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  £3,789,539 

A  sum  represented  by  a  lp  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £36,700 

Vital  Statistics 

Live  Births:  Male  Female  Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  333  307  640 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26  25  51 


359  332  691 


Rate  per  1,000  population  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  13.3 

Rate  per  1,000  population  (after  correction  by  the  Registrar- 

General's  Comparability  Factor)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13.4 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  (per  cent,  of  total  live  births)  ...  ...  7.0 

Stillbirths : 

Number  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  10.0 

Male  Female  Total 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  ...  ...  ...  360  338  698 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  one  year)  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Infant  Mortality  Rates : 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  ...  ...  ...  17.4 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  ...  18.8 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  — 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  four  weeks  per  1,000  total 

live  births)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  one  week  per  1,000  total 

live  births)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths  under  one  week  com¬ 
bined  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births)  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion): 

Number  of  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  626 

Death-Rate  (actual)  per  1,000  of  the  population  ...  ...  ...  12.1 

Death-Rate  (after  correction  by  the  Registrar-General’s  Comparability 

Factor)  ...  ...  .  ...  ...  .  10.2 

Natural  increase  of  population  during  year  by  excess  of  births  over 

deaths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 
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Death-Rate  from  Influenza  per  1,000  of  the  population 

Death-Rate  from  Pneumonia  per  1,000  of  the  population  ... 

Death-Rate  from  Measles  per  1,000  of  the  population  . 

Death-Rate  from  Whooping  Cough  per  1,000  of  the  population  ... 

Death-Rate  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  per  1,000  of  the  population 

Death-Rate  from  Cancer  per  1,000  of  the  population 

Death-Rate  from  Lung  Cancer  per  1,000  of  the  population  ... 

Death-Rate  from  Heart  Disease  per  1,000  of  the  population  ... 

Death-Rate  from  Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  per  1,000  of  the 
population 

Death-Rate  from  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  per  1,000  of  the 
population 


0.14 

1.5 
Nil 
Nil 

0.02 

2.5 
0.5 
3.4 

0.3 

0.1 


COMPARATIVE  BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES 

The  following  table  shows  the  birth  and  death  rates  per  1,000  of 
the  population  of  the  District  and  England  and  Wales  for  1971  and 
1972. 


Annual  Rates  per 

1,000 

Infantile 

of  Population 

Mortality 

— 

per  1,000 

Birth-Rate 

Death-Rate 

live  births 

1972 

1971 

1972 

1971 

1972 

1971 

Walton  and 

* 

* 

* 

* 

Weybridge  U.D. 

13-4 

145 

10-2 

9*1 

17*0 

23*9 

England  and 

Wales 

14*8 

16  0 

12*1 

11*6 

17*0 

1  8*0 

*  Corrected  for  age  and  sex  distribution  by  Registrar-General’s 
Comparability  Factor. 


Ratio  of  corrected  birth-rate  to  national  rate  ... 
Ratio  of  corrected  death-rate  to  national  rate  ... 


0.91 

0.84 
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Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 
System  . 
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GERIATRIC  SERVICES  AND  THE  CARE  OF  THE 

CHRONIC  SICK 


Beechcroft  (Woking),  Ellesmere  (Weybridge)  and  Ottershaw 
Hospitals  provide  chronic  sick  beds  for  North  West  Surrey  and 
despite  staffing  problems  have  been  fully  utilised. 

The  work  of  the  Walton  and  Weybridge  Old  People’s  Welfare 
Committee  expanded  during  the  year.  It  should  be  noted  that  ten 
per  cent  of  those  old  people  on  the  register  live  alone  and  nearly 
half  of  them  are  housebound. 

Progress  on  the  proposed  new  purpose  built  Day  Centre  at  Wey- 
bridge  has  been  slow.  However,  the  late  acquisition  of  an  extra  piece 
of  land  will  enable  the  erection  of  a  larger  building  with  better 
facilities.  It  is  anticipated  construction  will  commence  towards  the 
end  of  1973. 

Towards  the  end  of  1972  a  second  mini-bus  was  brought  into  ser¬ 
vice.  The  demand  for  transport  is  always  increasing  and  it  is 
imperative  that  priority  is  given  to  the  non-ambulant  housebound 
and  handicapped  in  the  first  instance. 

The  Clinic  for  the  Elderly  at  Walton  Health  Centre  continued  to 
provide  an  assessment  and  follow-up  service  for  the  district.  During 
the  year  14  new  cases  were  seen  and  114  re-examinations  carried  out. 
The  excellent  work  of  the  co-existent  physiotherapy  clinic  was 
maintained. 

The  Meals-on-Wheels  service  provided  by  the  Women’s  Royal 
Voluntary  Service  distributed  7,667  meals  to  the  housebound  elderly. 
From  time  to  time  I  hear  of  generous  neighbours  who  provide  hot 
meals  for  elderly  housebound.  Whilst  not  seeking  publicity  it  is  only 
right  that  their  public  action  should  be  commended. 

Day  Centres,  Clubs  and  all  the  many  voluntary  helpers  (though 
never  enough)  have  played  their  parts  in  the  caring  for  the  elderly 
and  in  providing  social  recreation. 

Discussions  are  now  proceeding  regarding  a  Day  Centre  in  Walton. 
My  earnest  hope  is  that  such  a  Centre  should  provide  some  short 
stay  accommodation.  Some  people  in  our  community  do  look  after 
their  aged  relatives  and  can  only  get  a  holiday  by  having  them 
admitted  to  a  hospital  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  a  complete  misuse  of 
a  geriatric  bed.  Short  stay  accommodation  in  a  Day  Centre  under 
the  supervision  of  a  housemother  or  warden  would  solve  these  prob¬ 
lems  and  give  the  caring  relatives  a  well  deserved  break. 
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PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


Immunisation  and  Vaccination 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  immunisations  and  vac¬ 
cinations  given  during  the  year. 

Diphtheria 

Others 


1972 

Year 

1971 

of  birth 
1970 

1969 

1965-68 

under 
age  16 

Over  T  otal 

16  yrs. 

Primary 

Injections 

53 

582 

163 

29 

9 

3 

—  838 

Reinforcing 

Injections 

— — 

6 

24 

8 

745 

81 

—  882 

Whooping  Cough 

1972 

Year 

1971 

of  birth 
1970 

1969 

1965-68 

Others 

under 

age  16 

Over  Total 

1 6  yrs. 

Primary 

Injections 

53 

582 

163 

27 

5 

1 

—  830 

Reinforcing 

Injections 

_ 

6 

20 

2 

106 

8 

—  142 

Tetanus 

1972 

Year 

1971 

of  birth 
1970 

1969 

1965-68 

Others 
under 
age  16 

Over  Total 
1 6  yrs. 

Primary 

Injections 

53 

582 

163 

29 

9 

91 

1  928 

Reinforcing 

Injections 

_ . 

6 

24 

8 

756 

409 

5  1,208 

Poliomyelitis 

1972 

Year 

1971 

of  birth 
1970 

1969 

1965-68 

Others 
under 
age  16 

Over  Total 

1 6  yrs. 

Primary 

Course 

51 

594 

157 

26 

12 

9 

1  850 

Reinforcing 

Dose 

1 1  ■ 

6 

25 

1 

702 

434 

431  1,605 

Measles 

1972 

Year 

1971 

of  birth 
1970 

1969 

1965-68 

Others 
under 
age  16 

Over  Total 

1 6  yrs. 

Primary 

Course 

1 

182 

161 

38 

71 

9 

—  462 

Rubella 

1972 

Year  of  birth 
1971  1970 

1969 

1965-68 

Others 
under 
age  16 

Over  Total 

1 6  yrs. 

Primary 

Course 

536 

—  536 
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Smallpox 


0-3 

3-6 

Age  at 
6-9 

V  accination 

9-12  1 

2-4 

5-15 

mths. 

mths. 

mths. 

mths. 

yr. 

yrs. 

yrs. 

Total 

Primary 

Vaccination  1 

■ 

5 

28 

19 

16 

6! 

Re-vaccination  — 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

7 

107 

12- 

Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  and  Food  Poisoning 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Acute  Encephalitis 

- 

Acute  Meningitis 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

— 

Anthrax 

— 

Cholera 

... 

Diphtheria 

— 

Dysentery 

i 

Food  Poisoning 

13 

Infective  J  aundice 

8 

Leprosy 

— 

Leptospirosis 

_ 

Malaria 

1 

Measles 

28 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

■ 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

Plague  ...  . 

Relapsing  Fever 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

3 

Smallpox 

Tetanus 

Tuberculosis 

4 

Typhoid  Fever 

Typhus  . 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

Yellow  Fever  ... 

— 
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Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  and 
Food  Poisoning 

Age  Incidence. 


AGE 

bo 

c 

•  rH 

G 

o 

v 
o 
.  •— < 

T3 

t-i 

<L> 

W) 

3 

O 

(J 

Dysentery 

CO 

• 

o 

Ph 

x> 

o 

o 

P4 

> 

•M 

u 

flj 

H-t 

Malaria 

Measles 

V 

S-i 

C3 

u 

on 

60 

.3 

a 

o 

o 

£ 

Under  1  year 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1-2  years 

— 

— 

• - 

— 

6 

— 

— 

2-3  years 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

3-4  years 

1 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

1 

4-5  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

5-10  years 

— 

— 

2 

— 

9 

1 

1 

10-15  years 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

15-25  years 

— 

1 

4 

1 

— 

1 

— 

25-35  years 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35-45  years 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45-65  years 

— 

4 

-r- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  years  and 
upwards 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

Age  unknown 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

1 

— 

TOTAL  ... 

1 

13 

8 

1 

28 

3 

2 
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N on-notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 
The  following  cases  occurred  in  County  Schools:  — 


Disease 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct- 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Chickenpox 

6 

2 

3 

2 

12 

11 

21 

— 

4 

1 

o 

*4 

7 

Mumps  ... 

- 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

10 

21 

27 

German  Measles 

— 

10 

65 

9 

9 

14 

1 

6 

2 

2 

Tuberculosis 

New  Cases  and  Mortality 


New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Age  Groups 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Ai . 

F. 

M. 

F. 

iu. 

F. 

M 

F. 

0-1  year 

__  _ 

_ _ 

1-5  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-15  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—25  years 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25-35  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35-45  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45-5  5  years 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

55-65  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unspecified 

TOTAL  ... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 
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B.C.G.  Vaccination 


The  number  of  school  children  presenting  themselves  for  B.C.G. 
vaccination  remained  satisfactory.  The  number  of  positive  reactors 
is  now  very  low  and  is  a  healthy  sign. 


Secondary  and  Grammar  Schools: 


No.  in  age  group  ... 

No.  of  consents  ... 

No.  tested 
No.  vaccinated 

Percentage  of  age  group  vaccinated 
Percentage  tested  and  found  to  be  positive 
Percentage  tested  and  found  to  be  negative 


527 

435 

407 

383 

73 

6 

94 


Late  Consents  and  School  Leavers  who  did  not  accept  at  13  years: 


No.  of  consents  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  120 

No.  tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  79 

No.  vaccinated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

Percentage  tested  and  found  to  be  positive  ...  9 

Percentage  tested  and  found  to  be  negative  ...  91 

Colleges  of  Further  Education: 

No.  of  consents  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

hJo.  tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

No.  vaccinated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

Percentage  tested  and  found  to  be  positive  ...  100 

Percentage  tested  and  found  to  be  negative  ...  0 
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WATER  SUPPLIES  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


Water  in  the  district  is  supplied  by  the  Woking  and  District  Water 
Company  and  has  been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 

Three  samples  of  treated  water  have  been  submitted  to  Messrs. 
Rideal,  Rideal  and  Sciver  for  chemical  and  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tion.  The  results  of  these  are  tabulated  on  page  17.  In  addition, 
103  samples  were  taken  by  Public  Health  Inspectors  from  various 
domestic  and  commercial  outlets.  Ninety-seven  of  these  were  satis¬ 
factory.  In  the  six  cases  where  unsatisfactory  results  were  received, 
the  cause  was  attributable  to  circumstances  in  the  premises  and  not 
to  the  mains  supply. 

The  Woking  and  District  Water  Company  provide  reports  on  all 
the  samples  of  water  taken  by  their  staff  from  sources  in  this  area 
and  we  reciprocate  in  regard  to  our  analyses.  During  the  year  92 
samples  were  reported  by  the  Water  Company  in  this  way. 

Plumbo-solvent  action  was  not  encountered  nor  any  form  of  con¬ 
tamination. 

Nine  samples  were  taken  from  five  wells  supplying  houses  and  a 
camping  site  on  Wheatley’s  Eyot.  Four  of  these  samples  were 
unsatisfactory.  Three  samples  taken  from  the  River  Mole,  used  as  a 
source  of  domestic  water  for  an  isolated  house,  were  all  unsatisfactory. 
The  total  number  of  houses  in  the  district  using  a  well  water  supply 
is  ten  and  a  camping  site  also  derives  its  water  supply  from  a  well. 

A  total  of  128  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  water  supplies. 

17,535  houses  with  an  approximate  population  of  51,763  have 
direct  mains  water  supplies.  One  caravan  site  with  a  total  population 
of  approximately  35  derives  its  water  supplies  from  standpipes. 

There  are  no  dwelling  houses  supplied  by  standpipes  but  twelve 
standpipes  are  used  for  the  supply  of  water  to  camping  and  boating 
sites. 

Sewage  Disposal 

Construction  of  the  Council’s  new  Seven  Arches  Sewage  Treat¬ 
ment  Works  progressed  rather  more  slowly  during  the  year  than  had 
been  hoped  but  it  became  clear  that  the  works  would  be  completed 
by  mid- 1973  at  the  latest.  When  the  works  is  completed  the  treat¬ 
ment  installations  at  New  Haw  site  will  be  closed  down  and  the  site 
cleared. 
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Summary  of  Analysis  of  Samples  of  Water  taken  from  the  supply  of  the  Woking  and  District 

Water  Company  in  the  Walton  and  Weybridge  District 
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xygen  consumed  irom  per¬ 
manganate  (4  hrs.  at  80°C)  2.16  0.96  1.056 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


Mr.  R.  A.  Bromley,  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  has  kindly  supplied  the 
following  information:  — 

The  paper  sack  system  of  domestic  refuse  storage  and  collection 
has  now  been  installed  throughout  the  District.  Fifty  bulk  refuse 
containers  were  issued  during  the  year  as  part  of  a  campaign  to 
encourage  traders  to  improve  their  arrangements  for  refuse  storage 
on  their  premises  and  to  facilitate  clearance  of  that  refuse  where  it 
is  undertaken  by  the  Authority.  During  1972  the  Council’s  refuse 
disposal  tip  at  Walton  Lane  was  closed  as  the  level  of  the  land  had 
been  raised  sufficiently.  The  refuse  from  the  Weybridge  area  pre¬ 
viously  tipped  at  the  Walton  Lane  site  is  now  being  tipped  at 
Franklyn  Road,  Walton-on-Thames.  The  facilities  for  the  free  tip¬ 
ping  of  domestic  rubbish  at  Franklyn  Road  refuse  disposal  site  were 
extended  from  one  to  two  Saturday  mornings  per  month  and  rate¬ 
payers  of  this  District  may  now  dispose  of  items  of  domestic  rubbish 
on  the  first  and  last  Saturday  mornings  of  each  month. 

The  number  of  unwanted  vehicles  disposed  of  during  the  year 
numbered  230  and  many  more  were  dealt  with  under  the  Civic 
Amenities  Act,  1967.  This  is  a  growing  problem  not  confined  to  this 
Authority,  or  indeed,  this  county.  Free  collection  and  disposal  of 
wastepaper  and  cardboard  was  discontinued  for  investigation  showed 
that  the  income  from  sales  of  bulk  salvage  was  substantially  below 
the  expense  of  collecting  the  paper  and  cardboard.  Waste  paper  and 
cardboard  are  now  collected  by  the  special  collection  service  and  a 
charge  raised. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  on  the  work  of  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors  during  1972.  Owing  to  Local  Government 
Reorganisation  on  the  1st  April,  1974,  the  report  will  probably  be 
the  last  in  this  form  which  will  come  before  the  Walton  and  Wey- 
bridge  Urban  District  Council  and  it  is  perhaps  appropriate  to  review 
progress  over  the  last  five  years  during  which  I  have  held  office. 
Whilst  the  Department  has  been  active  in  many  aspects  of  environ¬ 
mental  health,  two  functions  have  claimed  most  attention — housing 
and  food  hygiene,  and  I  shall  refer  to  each  of  these  in  turn.  The 
improvement  of  housing  conditions  has  been  the  main  role  in  the 
first  function  and  this  has  been  pursued  by  the  promotion  of  grants 
and  by  the  use  of  enforcement  legislation.  During  the  five  years 
under  review  a  total  of  553  houses  were  improved  with  grant  aid  and 
a  further  eight  grants  were  given  for  the  conversion  of  larger  houses. 
Two  special  grants  for  the  improvement  of  houses  in  multiple  occupa¬ 
tion  were  also  made.  551  informal  notices  requiring  repairs  to  be 
carried  out  resulted  in  99  statutory  notices  being  served  on  those 
owners  who  disregarded  them  and  these,  in  turn,  led  to  nine  applica¬ 
tions  to  the  Magistrates’  Court  for  Nuisance  Orders.  Fifty-four  houses 
subject  to  clearance  or  demolition  orders  were  demolished  but  many 
others,  not  specifically  recorded,  were  restored  following  the  carrying 
out  of  extensive  repairs  and  improvements.  Figures  do  not  record 
the  liaison  which  was  necessary  with  the  Housing  Manager,  the  Social 
Services  and  Old  People’s  Welfare  Officers;  the  hundreds  of  meetings 
with  tenants,  owners,  agents,  architects,  builders  and  solicitors  and 
the  bulging  files  of  correspondence  all  of  which  were  necessary  to 
these  modest  achievements.  Where  inspections  revealed  cases  of 
unhealthy  living  conditions  or  hardship  these  were  drawn  to  the 
attention  of  the  appropriate  officers,  but  a  number  of  old  people 
were  helped  by  the  organisation  of  voluntary  aid  groups  from  local 
schools  who  carried  out  works  of  decoration  and  repair  which  would 
not  otherwise  have  been  done  and  it  is  encouraging  to  note  that  this 
type  of  help  is  still  available.  Standards  proposed  for  houses  in 
multiple  occupation  were  adopted  by  the  Council  in  1969  and  since 
then  have  gradually  been  applied.  This  action  had  some  surprising 
results  at  times.  Several  owners  dispensed  with  their  houses  rather 
than  meet  the  Council’s  standards.  Sales  of  houses  were  held  up  or 
fell  through  when  prospective  owners  became  aware  of  outstanding 
requirements  but  the  overall  result  has  been  that  many  tenants  in 
shared  houses  now  enjoy  the  benefit  of  improved  living  conditions 
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and  sleep  at  nights  in  the  knowledge  that,  in  the  event  of  fire,  there 
are  adequate  means  of  escape  provided.  Housing  is  a  field  where 
the  appalling  conditions  which  can  arise  from  neglect,  exploitation 
or  simple  lack  of  finance  can  cause  surprise  to  even  the  most  experi¬ 
enced  Public  Health  Inspectors,  but  it  is  also  a  field  where  an 
immense  amount  of  satisfaction  can  be  derived  from  the  knowledge 
that  one’s  efforts  are  producing  tangible  results. 

In  the  field  of  food  safety  and  hygiene  progress  has  not  been  so 
rewarding.  In  my  first  report  for  the  year  1968  I  referred  to  the 
obsolete  slaughterhouse  at  Berry  Lane,  Hersharn,  and  in  this  report 
I  refer  to  it  still  but  with  more  hope  that  a  new  building  will  be 
provided  soon.  At  times  it  does  seem  that  the  wheels  of  progress  turn 
exceeding  slow.  The  number  of  animals  killed  each  year  at  the 
slaughterhouse  rose  from  26,000  in  1968  to  43,000  in  1972,  but  the 
Council’s  decision  to  appoint  a  Meat  Inspector  in  1968,  made  it 
possible  to  ensure  that  all  meat  from  the  carcases  slaughtered  together 
with  meat  imported  to  the  large  Meat  Depot,  was  properly  inspected 
before  distribution  to  a  large  number  of  retail  outlets  in  the  south  of 
England.  Efforts  were  made  to  improve  standards  of  hygiene  in  the 
District  by  inspection  and  education.  In  a  few  instances  it  was  felt 
that  legal  proceedings  were  the  only  remedy  but  it  is  interesting  to 
record  that  only  five  cases  were  brought  before  the  Courts  under  the 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations.  These  cases  resulted  in  fines  totalling 
£1,065  with  £119  costs  awarded  to  the  Council.  Experience  has 
shown  that  the  problems  of  securing  better  hygienic  standards,  and 
by  that  I  do  not  simply  mean  visible  cleanliness  but  the  use  of  safe 
techniques,  can  only  be  achieved  by  a  combination  of  three  things— 
regular  surveillance,  education  and  occasional  proceedings.  It  is  very 
clear  that  people  who  have  been  taught  food  hygiene  and  who  under¬ 
stand  and  appreciate  the  principles  of  clean  food  handling,  storage 
and  manufacture  need  less  attention  than  those  who  have  not,  there¬ 
fore  education  should  not  only  result  in  better  standards  but  also  in 
less  need  for  surveillance.  During  the  past  five  years  the  Depart¬ 
ment  has  developed  health  education  as  far  as  is  possible  within  the 
limitations  of  staff  and  resources.  Annual  courses  have  been  held  for 
food  handlers  and  talks  have  been  given  at  their  places  of  employ¬ 
ment;  bacteriological  investigations  into  cleansing  techniques  have 
been  used  to  demonstrate  satisfactory  methods;  exhibitions  have  been 
held,  competitions  organised  and  talks  given  to  school-children  who 
may  one  day  be  employed  as  food  handlers.  Some  progress  has  been 
made  but  there  is  still  a  very  long  way  to  go  and  I  see  no  real  impact 
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being  made  until  much  more  time  can  be  given  to  the  subject.  New 
problems  are  constantly  arising — for  example,  the  high  percentage 
of  oriental  and  other  foreign  restaurants  makes  for  difficulties  in 
communication  and  it  is  clear  that  special  attention  must  be  given  to 
this  matter  in  the  future.  Complaints  about  food  increased  from  49 
in  1968  to  100  in  the  year  under  review.  The  reason  for  this  increase 
is  uncertain  but  in  my  opinion  it  is  not  due  to  any  change  in  the 
incidence  of  foreign  matter  or  mould.  Rather  I  believe  there  is  an 
increasing  awareness  on  the  part  of  the  public  that  the  Department 
exists  and  is  willing  to  take  up  complaints  on  behalf  of  the  consumer, 
to  thoroughly  investigate  them  and,  if  necessary,  take  legal  action.  A 
total  of  47  cases  where  food  was  found  to  contain  foreign  bodies  or 
was  unfit  or  out  of  condition  in  some  way  were  brought  before  the 
Courts  and  all  were  successful.  Total  fines  imposed  were  £1,330  and 
the  costs  awarded  to  the  Council  £310. 

The  administration  of  those  functions  which  are  the  responsibility 
of  the  Council  as  a  Food  and  Drugs  Authority,  mainly,  composition 
and  labelling,  has  been  pursued  in  association  with  the  Public  Analyst. 
In  the  five  years,  763  samples  were  taken  of  a  large  variety  of  foods 
and  drugs  sold  in  the  District.  Of  these,  124  were  found  to  be 
adulterated  or  irregular  in  some  way.  Excluding  34  samples  which 
were  submitted  as  the  result  of  complaints  and  were  not  necessarily 
due  to  manufacture,  the  incidence  of  finding  an  unsatisfactory  sample 
by  random  sampling  is  about  1  in  8  which  seems  to  be  much  too 
high.  Most  of  the  infringements  related  to  labelling  and,  in  each  case 
where  an  adverse  report  was  received,  the  matter  was  pursued  with 
the  manufacturers  until  satisfactory  changes  had  been  made.  This 
aspect  of  food  control  will,  in  1974,  pass  to  the  County  Council.  It  is 
clear  that  this  change  has  been  brought  about  by  pressure  from  the 
manufacturers  who,  because  their  products  are  nationally  distributed, 
sometimes  found  themselves  dealing  with  several  authorities  on  the 
matter  and,  because  interpretation  of  the  law  is  capable  of  differences, 
were  occasionally  faced  with  varying  requirements.  There  is  some 
force  in  the  argument  that  the  number  of  authorities  should  be  as 
few  as  possible  in  order  to  achieve  greater  uniformity  but  one  would 
have  thought  that  the  reduced  number  of  District  Councils  would 
have  been  sufficient.  Certainly  it  is  difficult  to  see  how  a  better  service 
is  going  to  be  given  to  the  District  of  Walton  and  Weybridge  than 
has  been  given  in  the  past  five  years. 

Other  environmental  health  functions  progressively  took  up  more 
and  more  time  during  the  five-year  period.  For  example,  complaints 
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about  noise  rose  from  22  in  1968  to  69  in  1972  and  complaints  about 
atmospheric  pollution  from  28  to  55  during  the  same  period.  It  is 
evident  that  the  public  is  becoming  more  concerned  about  these 
matters  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  both  will  be  subject  to  stronger 
legislation  in  the  near  future.  The  application  of  health  and  welfare 
standards  to  shops  and  offices  where  some  4,478  people  were 
employed  at  the  last  count  has  resulted  in  improved  working  condi¬ 
tions  and  although  some  owners  were  slow  to  comply  in  not  one  case 
was  it  necessary  to  resort  to  legal  proceedings. 

Progress  has  been  made  in  the  five-year  period  and  the  Depart¬ 
ment  can  now  be  said  to  be  more  active  and  more  involved  than  ever 
before  in  protecting  and  improving  the  environment.  From  the  1st 
April,  1974,  if  the  new  local  authorities  wish  it,  there  could  be 
changes  in  environmental  health  administration  which  could  give  an 
even  better  service,  but,  within  the  limits  of  staff  available  during  the 
past  five  years,  I  feel  that  as  much  as  possible  has  been  done  and 
that  the  organisation  we  now  have  will  form  a  good  foundation  for 
the  future.  I  am  most  grateful  to  the  Council  for  the  encouragement 
I  have  always  received  and  for  the  advice  given  by  various  officers. 
The  staff  has  changed  very  little  and  whilst  I  freely  acknowledge  the 
help,  assistance  and  loyalty  I  have  received  from  all  of  them,  I  feel 
I  must  especially  mention  my  Deputy,  Mr.  G.  W.  Aston,  and  my 
Chief  Clerk,  Mrs.  M.  Ilkiw,  both  of  whom  could  not  have  given  more 
exemplary  service. 

S.  A.  EADE, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES 


Slaughterhouse  and  Meat  Depot 

Each  year,  for  the  past  four  years,  I  have  made  reference  to  the 
unsatisfactory  and  obsolete  buildings  which  form  the  slaughterhouse 
and  meat  depot  at  Berry  Lane,  Hersham.  Nothing  short  of  recon¬ 
struction  could  possibly  remedy  the  deficiencies  of  layout  and  design 
and,  because  the  site  is  now  surrounded  by  dwellings,  the  whole 
complex  should  clearly  be  moved.  Whilst  this  has  been  accepted  by 
all  concerned  progress  has  been  slow  and,  although  every  effort  has 
been  made  to  maintain  reasonable  standards  of  hygiene,  the  conditions 
at  times  have  been  for  me  a  cause  for  embarrassment.  However, 
negotiations  with  the  Council  have  now  reached  the  stage  where  land 
previously  occupied  by  the  New  Haw  Sewage  Works  will  be  made 
available  for  the  building  of  a  new  slaughterhouse  and  the  present 
site  will  be  redeveloped  to  provide  much  needed  amenities  in 
Hersham.  There  is,  therefore,  the  welcome  prospect  of  modem 
buildings  and  facilities  for  meat  preparation  within  the  next  two 
years. 

Meat  Inspection 

The  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  at  the  slaughterhouse  was 
54,079,  which  was  very  slightly  less  than  last  year’s  figure.  Because 
of  an  increase  in  the  fees,  however,  the  income  from  the  inspection 
of  carcases  under  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations,  1963  was 
£2,593.58,  an  increase  of  about  £560.  The  total  weight  of  all  meat 
condemned  at  the  slaughterhouse  was  11  tons  10  cwts.  35  lbs. 

The  quality  of  the  meat  prepared  at  the  slaughterhouse  and  passing 
through  the  Depot  was  generally  very  good. 
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Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

66 

11,037 

42,976 

Number  inspected 

66 

11,037 

42,976 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  . . . 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

disease  other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis  and  cysticerci 

2 

1 

113 

— 

541 

3,416 

3.03% 

4.91% 

8.21% 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis 

— - 

2 

— 

— 

44 

. 

- 

0.107% 

Condemnations 

Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis. 

The  figures  for  1972  are  not  greatly  different  to  the  previous  year 
and  call  for  no  special  comment. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  percentage  of  pig  carcases  affected  with  Tuberculosis  was 
slightly  more  than  last  year’s  very  low  figure,  but  is  still  of  a  very 
low  order. 

Meat  (Sterilization)  Regulations,  1969 

The  provisions  of  the  Regulations  were  complied  with  and  the 
problems  experienced  shortly  after  they  were  introduced,  have  been 
overcome.  Knackers  yards  situated  outside  this  district,  which  supply 
meat  for  animals  within  the  district,  have  now  installed  suitable 
equipment  for  sterilizing  meat  and  I  am  satisfied  with  the  arrange¬ 
ments.  Unfit  meat  from  the  slaughterhouse  in  this  district  is  processed 
elsewhere  and  the  requirements  in  connection  with  transporting  unfit 
meat  are  being  complied  with. 
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Unsound  Food  Surrendered  or  Condemned,  Other  Than  at 
Slaughterhouse 


Meat  at  wholesale  premises — 

(i)  carcase  1  ton  1  cwt.  105!  lb. 

(ii)  offal  19  cwt.  47  lb. 


Tons  Cwts. 


2  1 


Meat  at  retail  shops — 

(i)  carcase  2  cwt.  5 If  lb. 

(ii)  offal  40  lb. 


Cooked  meat  and  meat  products 

Canned  meats  . 

Other  canned  foods  . 

Fish  (fresh) 

Frozen  foods  due  to  cabinet  breakdown 

Packaged  goods  . 

Other  foods  . 


2 

7 

12 

11 

1 


lbs. 


40! 


91| 

10 

102J 

00i 

7 

100i 

Hi 

31 


Total  3  17  59 


Bacteriological  Examination  and  Investigation 

During  the  year  an  investigation  was  carried  out  into  the  various 
methods  in  use  for  the  cleansing  of  crockery  and  cutlery  in  school 
kitchens.  The  alginate  swab  rinse  technique  was  used  in  conjunction 
with  nutrient  agar  pour  plates  incubated  for  forty-eight  hours  at 
31°C.  The  main  purpose  of  the  exercise  was  to  compare  the  efficacy 
of  the  conventional  sterilising  sink  with  several  types  of  washing-up 
machine.  The  investigation  revealed,  however,  that  most  of  the  dish 
washing  machines  were  not  functioning  satisfactorily  and  the  tech¬ 
niques  used  in  connection  with  the  sterilising  sink  were  deficient. 
For  a  comparative  investigation,  equipment  must  be  operated  as 
intended  by  the  manufacturer  and  therefore  the  investigation  did  not 
achieve  its  objective.  It  was  extremely  valuable,  however,  in  reveal¬ 
ing  faults  in  machines  and  techniques  and  these  were  brought  to  the 
attention  of  the  Surrey  County  Council  Education  Department,  and 
remedied. 

A  number  of  samples  of  food  were  taken  for  bacteriological  exam¬ 
ination  either  for  routine  purposes  or  because  they  were  thought  to  be 
implicated  in  causing  illness.  All  but  one  were  satisfactory. 
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Eleven  samples  were  also  taken  of  ice  from  ice  making  machines 
used  on  licensed  premises  and  four  of  these  were  unsatisfactory. 
Advice  on  the  cleansing  of  the  machines  and  on  the  preparation 
technique  was  given. 


Ice-Cream 


Soft  Ice-Cream 
Premises 
Vans 

Other  Ice-Cream 

Premises 

Vans 


Number  of 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Samples 

Grade  I 

Grade  II 

Grade  III  Grade  IV 

3 

3 

.  . 

---■  - 

33 

13 

5 

7  8 

114 

57 

33 

18  6 

5 

2 

1 

1  1 

Premises  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
Act,  1955 

Sale,  etc.,  of  Ice-Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  94 

Manufacture  of  Sausages  and  Preserved  Food  ...  38 


Food  Premises 

In  my  1970  report  I  remarked  upon  the  small  number  of  people 
who  complained  to  the  Department  about  the  handling  of  food  or 
conditions  in  food  premises  and  which  in  that  year  was  fifteen.  In 
the  year  under  review,  the  number  is  twenty-five  and  perhaps  this  is 
an  indication  that  gradually  people  are  becoming  more  concerned 
about  these  matters. 

The  routine  inspection  of  food  premises  continued  and  the  fact 
that  in  one  hundred  and  sixty-four  instances  notices  were  sent  to 
occupiers  requiring  them  to  take  immediate  action  to  comply  with 
the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  is  an  indication  that  the  standards  in 
some  food  premises  are  low  and  without  the  periodic  visits  of  the 
public  health  inspector  would  rapidly  deteriorate.  In  two  cases,  it 
was  necessary  to  take  legal  proceedings. 

During  the  year  an  invitation  was  received  from  the  Catering 
Officer  responsible  for  the  kitchens  at  the  three  hospitals  in  the 
district  to  make  inspections  of  the  kitchens  and  to  advise  on  the 
conditions  found.  Hospital  kitchens  are  not  at  present  subject  to  the 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations  and  are  not  therefore  visited  by  public 
health  inspectors.  Inspections  were  made  and  reports  submitted 
which  set  out  the  deficiencies  found  and  a  number  of  recommenda¬ 
tions  were  made.  Subsequently  a  request  was  received  for  inspections 
to  be  carried  out  on  a  regular  basis. 

At  present  the  amount  of  time  which  can  be  devoted  to  food  and 
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food  premises  is  limited  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  the  new  local 
government  it  will  be  possible  to  undertake  a  much  more  ambitious 
role  and  that  this  will  lead  to  the  higher  standards  of  hygiene  which 
are  so  badly  required. 

The  total  number  of  food  premises  within  the  District  is  332.  The 
categories  of  trade  carried  on  at  these  premises  are  as  follows :  — 


Type 

Number 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  ... 

•  «  •  •  •  • 

16 

Bakehouses 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

10 

Butchers 

•  «  •  •  •  • 

19 

Fishmongers  and  Fishfryers  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

9 

Fruiterers  and  Greengrocers 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

25 

Grocers  and  Provision  Merchants  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

41 

Hotels,  Restaurants,  Cafes  and  Canteens 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

155 

Milk  Depot 

JL 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

Off  Licences  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

17 

Public  Houses 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

34 

Sugar  Confectioners 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

48 

Supermarkets 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

8 

Wholesale  premises  comprise:  — 

Slaughterhouse 

«  »  •  •  •  » 

1 

Wholesale  Meat  Depots  . 

•  •  •  •  *  * 

2 

Sausage  Maker 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

Provision  Warehouses 

•  e  •  •  •  • 

2 

Confectioners 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

2 

Vegetable  Preparation 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

1 

Summary  of  Visits  made  to  Food  Premises 

All  food  shops 

•  •  •  •  •  « 

602 

Food  stalls  and  vehicles 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

32 

Slaughterhouse  and  food  manufacturing  premises  ... 

46 

Cafes,  restaurants  and  public  houses 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

326 

Office,  shop  and  factory  canteens 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

14 

School  canteens 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

47 

Unsound  food 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

58 

Food  complaints 

•  •  •  •  •  * 

136 

Meat  inspection  (slaughterhouse  and  meat  depots)  . . . 

79 

Milk  Sampling 

•  •  •  •  •  * 

7 

Ice-cream  sampling . 

•  ♦  •  •  •  • 

152 

Food  and  Drugs  sampling  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

60 

Bacteriological  investigations  and  food  sampling  ... 

31 
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Milk 


Number  of 

Samples  Satisfactory  Unsatisfactory 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  7  6  1* 

Sterilised  ...  ...  1  1  - 

Ultra  Heat  Treated  ...  1  1  - 

Untreated  ...  ...  -  -  - 

*  Failed  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

Distributors 

Number  of  Distributors  registered  under  the  Milk  and 

Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959  .  43 

Special  Designation  Licences 

Untreated 
Pasteurised 
Sterilised 
Ultra  Heat 


Treated  ... 


2 

33 

13 

30 
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Food  and  Drugs 

Analysis 


Number  of  Samples 

Total 

Samples 

adulterated 

or 

Formed 

Informal 

otherwise 

irregular 

Food. 

Alcoholic  Drinks  ... 

5 

5 

Beverages  ... 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Cereals  and  Cereal 
Products  ... 

5 

— ^ _ 

5 

1 

Condiments  and 
Sauces 

1 

4 

5 

Confectionery  and 
Chocolate  ... 

4 

4 

. 

Dairy  Products  . . . 

7 

11 

18 

3 

Fish  and  Fish 
Products  ... 

3 

3 

1 

Food  Additives 

— 

3 

3 

— 

Food  Supplements 

— 

4 

4 

1 

Fruit  and  Fruit 
Products  ... 

13 

13 

■ 

*Meat  and  Meat 
Products  ... 

11 

21 

32 

7 

Oils  and  Fats 

1 

2 

3 

— 

Slimming  Foods  ... 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Soft  Drinks 

1 

1 

2 

— 

Spices  and 
Flavourings 

3 

3 

*  Sugar  and  Preserves 

1 

15 

16 

1 

Vegetables  and 
Vegetable 

Products  ... 

1 

2 

3 

2 

Miscellaneous 

— 

4 

4 

— 

Drugs 

5 

3 

8 

— 

Total  ... 

40 

94 

134 

17 

*  Includes  samples  submitted  to  Public  Analyst  as  a  result 

of  complaints — 3  in  all. 
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Details  of  the  unsatisfactory  samples  are  as 


As  a  result  of  routine  sampling 


Article 

Beefburgers 

Beetroot 

Beetroot 

Beef  Sausages 

Beef  and  Pork  Sausages 

Malt  Extract 

Plaice  in  batter 
Pork  Sausages 

Pork  Sausages 

Vitamin/Mineral 

Wheat  Germ  Oil 

Yoghourt 

Yoghourt 


Findings 
Deficient  in  meat. 

Contained  acetic  acid. 
Contained  acetic  acid. 

Presence  of  preserva¬ 
tives  not  declared. 

Presence  of  preserva¬ 
tives  not  declared. 

Incorrectly  labelled. 

Deficient  in  fish. 

Presence  of  preserva¬ 
tives  not  declared. 

Deficient  in  meat. 

Incorrectly  labelled. 

Incorrectly  labelled. 

Incorrectly  labelled. 
Incorrectly  labelled. 


Yoghourt  (Strawberry)  Incorrectly  labelled. 


As  a  result  of  complaints 

Ancle  Findings 

Pork  Sausages  Deficient  in  meat. 

Chicken  Curry  and  Rice  Deficient  in  chicken. 


follows :  — ■ 


Comment 

Subsequent  sample  found 
to  be  satisfactory. 

Formal  sample  taken. 
Legal  proceedings  insti¬ 
tuted  against  the  retailer. 
Letter  sent  to  retailer 
who  took  appropriate 
action  to  declare  presence 
of  preservatives. 

Letter  sent  to  retailer 
who  took  appropriate 
action  to  declare  presence 
of  preservatives. 

Details  currently  being 
pursued  with  Swiss 
manufacturer. 

Subsequent  sample  found 
to  be  satisfactory. 

Letter  sent  to  retailer 
who  took  appropriate 
action  to  declare  presence 
of  preservatives. 

Legal  proceedings  insti¬ 
tuted  against  the  manu¬ 
facturer. 

Details  taken  up  with 
manufacturer  who  agreed 
to  introduce  new  label. 
Details  taken  up  with 
manufacturer  who  agreed 
to  introduce  new  label. 
Formal  sample  taken. 
Details  taken  up  with 
manufacturer  who  agreed 
to  introduce  amended 
label. 

Details  taken  up  with 
manufacturer  who  agreed 
to  introduce  amended 
label. 


Comment 

Formal  sample  taken. 
Warning  given. 
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Article 
Caster  Sugar 


Excess  percentage  of  No  legal  standard.  Mat- 


Findings 


Comment 


coarse  grains. 


ter  forcibly  drawn  to  the 
attention  of  the  manu¬ 
facturers. 


Complaints 

The  number  of  complaints  received  about  food  marginally  increases 
each  year.  In  1972  it  was  one  hundred.  Thirty-six  of  these  were 
concerned  with  the  presence  of  foreign  matter  whilst  twenty-one 
related  to  mould.  Of  the  remainder,  the  majority  were  instances  of 
decomposition,  rancidity  and  general  unfitness.  All  complaints  were 
thoroughly  investigated  and  in  nine  cases  legal  proceedings  were 
taken. 
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Proceedings 


Thirteen  cases  were  heard  before  the  Walton  and  Esher 
Magistrates’  Court  and  one  case  before  the  Chertsey  Magistrates’ 
Court  during  1972:  — 


Offence 

Result 

Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Section  2. 

Fine 

Costs 

£  p 

£  p 

Sale  of  loaf  of  bread  containing  metal 

•••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

50.00 

10.00 

Sale  of  loaf  of  bread  containing 
cigarette  end . 

25.00 

5.00 

Sale  of  loaf  of  bread  containing  fly  ... 

50.00 

5.00 

Sale  of  packet  of  biscuits  containing 
fly  in  one  biscuit 

20.00 

5.00 

Sale  of  mouldy  black  pudding 

30.00 

25.00 

Sale  of  fresh  beetroot  containing 
acetic  acid 

25.00 

20.00 

Sale  of  Sour  Cream 

35.00 

30.00 

Sale  of  packet  of  Frittamix  containing 

moth  larvae  ... 

25.00 

5.00 

*Sale  of  sealed  pack  of  stuffed  lamb’s 
breast  containing  a  fly 

75.00 

25.00 

Section  8  (1). 

Sale  and  possession  for  the  purpose  of 
sale  of  two  pre-packed  bacon  joints 

unfit  for  human  consumption 

50.00 

10.00 

Sale  of  pre-packed  loin  of  pork  unfit  for 
human  consumption  ... 

in  each  case 

40.00 

10.00 

Sausage  and  Other  Meat  Products  Regulations,  1967. 

Sale  of  pork  sausages  deficient  in  meat 
content  .  40.00  25.00 
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Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1970. 


5  contraventions  of  the  Regulations  by  the  proprietor 
restaurant. 

1  charge  under  Regulation  6  \ 

1  charge  under  Regulation  16(5) 

1  charge  under  Regulation  18  115.00 

2  charges  under  Regulation  25 


6  contraventions  of  the  Regulations 
greengrocer’s. 

1  charge  under  Regulation  6 
1  charge  under  Regulation  16(2) 

1  charge  under  Regulation  18(3) 
3  charges  under  Regulation  25 


by  the  proprietor 


135.00 


\ 


V 


*  Appeal  to  Crown  Court,  Kingston,  5th  January,  1973. 
reduced  to  £40.00.  No  application  for  costs. 


of  a 

50.00 

of  a 

30.00 

Fine 
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Health  Education 


It  was  hoped  that  more  time  could  have  been  devoted  to  the 
subject  during  the  year  but  pressures  in  other  fields  unfortunately 
prevented  this.  A  number  of  talks  were  given,  however,  to  various 
groups  and  the  now  established  Food  Hygiene  Courses  were  again 
held  in  conjunction  with  the  Brooklands  Technical  College. 

Some  27  students  attended  the  two  courses  held  and  those  suc¬ 
cessful  in  the  final  examination  were  presented  with  certificates  by 
Councillor  M.  By  graves,  Chairman  of  the  Council,  at  an  informal 
reception  at  the  Town  Hall.  These  courses  are  proving  to  be 
extremely  successful  although  it  is  disappointing  that  several  of  the 
larger  local  firms,  who  engage  quite  large  numbers  of  people  in  food 
preparation,  have  not  been  represented. 

As  a  result  of  the  very  successful  poster  competition  the  previous 
year,  and  to  coincide  with  National  Clean  Food  Year,  the  Depart¬ 
ment  organised  an  essay  competition  which  was  open  to  those  students 
attending  schools  within  the  District.  There  was  an  encouraging 
response  and  the  quality  of  some  of  the  contributions  was  very  good. 
Prizes  were  presented  to  winners  of  the  various  age  groups.  It  is 
clear  that  there  is  much  valuable  work  to  be  done  in  the  future  with 
schools  and  the  evidence  so  far  indicates  that  any  efforts  will  be  well 
rewarded. 

The  Department  continues  to  distribute  health  education  material 
at  schools,  libraries  and  similar  places  but  there  is  considerable  scope 
for  expanding  work  in  the  health  education  field. 

Poultry  Inspection 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  in  the  district. 

Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations,  1963 

There  are  no  egg  pasteurising  plants  in  the  district. 

Joint  Survey  of  Pesticide  Residues  in  Foodstuffs 

As  part  of  the  National  Survey  of  Pesticides  in  foodstuffs  three 
samples  were  taken  and  submitted  for  analysis.  Nothing  of  signi¬ 
ficance  was  detected. 
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HOUSING 


Housing  continued  to  take  up  a  substantial  part  of  the  Depart¬ 
ment’s  time.  Although  the  District  is  one  of  the  most  pleasant  of 
residential  areas  there  are,  nevertheless,  unfit  houses,  houses  lacking 
amenities  and  in  disrepair  and  houses  in  multiple  occupation,  all  of 
which  require  attention.  The  demand  for  houses  in  the  area,  espe¬ 
cially  in  the  low  priced  range,  is  acute  and  almost  any  dwelling  now 
has  a  ready  market — even  those  which  are  unfit  or  substandard.  The 
situation  could  lead  to  a  lowering  of  standards  as  pressures  to  preserve 
worn-out  properties  increase  and  it  is  important  to  take  a  balanced 
view  and  accept  that  there  are  some  dwellings  which  are  just  not 
worth  preserving  and  for  which  the  only  solution  is  demolition.  The 
extent  of  the  problem  in  relation  to  house  condition  was  not  accurately 
known  and,  in  order  to  carry  out  a  review  of  existing  plans  for  deal¬ 
ing  with  unsatisfactory  housing  for  submission  to  the  Department  of 
the  Environment  a  sample  survey  was  carried  out.  The  information 
obtained  will  be  useful  in  formulating  future  programmes. 

(a)  Unfit  Houses 

The  programme  for  dealing  with  unfit  houses  was  continued.  Two 
Clearance  Areas  were  declared  embracing  houses  in  Church  Walk, 
Walton-on-Thames,  and  as  preliminary  discussions  with  the  various 
owners  indicated  that  they  might  be  willing  to  sell  their  properties  to 
the  Council,  it  was  decided  to  enter  into  negotiations  to  purchase  by 
agreement.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  however,  difficulties  had  arisen 
which  made  it  likely  that  this  method  of  acquisition  would  be 
unsuccessful.  Two  demolition  orders  were  made  and  two  under¬ 
takings  not  to  relet  accepted.  The  Walton  and  Weybridge  U.D.C. 
(4,  5,  6  and  7,  Grove  Place,  Weybridge)  Clearance  Order,  1971  was 
confirmed  by  the  Department  of  the  Environment. 

The  service  of  Abatement  Notices  under  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936  continued  to  be  the  most  effective  way  of  securing  the  repair  of 
properties,  where  informal  notices  had  been  disregarded.  In  four 
cases,  however,  Abatement  Notices  were  not  complied  with  and 
applications  were  made  to  the  Magistrates’  Court  for  Nuisance 
Orders.  Orders  were  made  in  three  cases  but  in  the  fourth  case,  the 
application  was  withdrawn  as  the  works  were  completed  by  the  date 
of  the  Hearing.  In  all  four  cases,  costs  were  awarded  to  the  Council. 
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Complaints  about  housing  defects  ... 

Informal  notices  served 
Statutory  notices  served 

Houses  where  defects  remedied  . 

Houses  demolished  ... 

Demolition  Orders  made  . 

Undertakings  not  to  relet  ... 

Houses  in  Clearance  Areas  or  subject  to  Clearance 
Order  or  Demolition  Orders  awaiting  demolition 
at  31st  December,  1972  . 


75 

187 

36 

164 

22 

2 

2 
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(b)  Improvement 

The  improvement  of  old  houses  continued  and  every  effort  was 
made  to  encourage  owners  to  avail  themselves  of  the  financial  assist¬ 
ance  available  by  way  of  improvement  grants.  The  number  of 
applications  made  was  a  reduction  on  last  year’s  figure  but  this  must 
be  expected  as  the  number  of  houses  qualifying  for  improvement 
diminishes.  The  house  condition  survey  carried  out  during  the  year 
showed  that  the  number  of  houses  in  the  District  lacking  one  or  more 
of  the  standard  amenities  is  low  and  probably  in  the  region  of  450. 

Whilst  this  is  a  very  satisfactory  position  compared  with  other 
parts  of  the  country  the  promotion  of  improvements  must  be 
resolutely  continued  until  all  houses  at  least  have  the  basic  amenities. 

Once  again  a  high  number  of  applications  for  qualification  certi¬ 
ficates  had  to  be  refused  because  of  the  absence  of  standard  amenities 
or  the  existence  of  disrepair.  Agents  and  owners  tend  to  apply  with¬ 
out  first  checking  that  properties  are  eligible.  The  qualification 
certificate  procedure  has  been  very  useful  in  securing  the  repair  of 
many  tenanted  properties  but,  with  the  changes  in  the  Rent  Acts,  it 
will  ultimately  lapse. 

(i)  Dwellings  Outside  Improvement  Areas. 

Representations  received  under  Section  19  ...  - 

Preliminary  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  - 

Undertakings  to  improve — time  limit 

extended  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Houses  where  improvements  completed  ...  1 

Houses  where  improvements  in  progress  at 
31st  December,  1972  ...  ...  ...  - 
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(ii)  Improvement  Grants. 


Discretionary. 

Improvements : 

Applications  received . 

Applications  approved . 

Applications  refused . 

Conversions : 

Applications  received  ... 

Applications  approved . 

Number  of  dwellings  which  will  result 

from  completion  of  work  . 

Standard. 

Applications  received  ... 

Applications  approved — Normal  limit 

Higher  limit 

Special. 

Applications  received  ... 

Applications  approved  ... 


40 

37  (£30,036) 

1 

7 

6  (£7,402) 

11 

31 

9  (£845) 

22  (£8,417) 

1 

2  (£860) 


(iii)  Qualification  Certificates. 

Where  dwelling  has  all  the  standard  amenities. 

Applications  received .  69 

Applications  refused  ...  ...  ...  64 

Qualification  Certificates  issued  ...  40 


Where  dwelling  does  not  have  all  the  standard  amenities. 
Applications  received  ...  ...  ...  8 

Certificates  of  provisional  approval 
issued  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Qualification  Certificates  issued  ...  10 


(c)  Multiple  Occupation 

Inspections  continued  to  be  made  of  houses  in  multiple  occupation 
and  several  were  improved  during  the  year  to  the  full  standard.  It  is 
obvious  that  the  number  of  houses  in  multiple  occupation  is  increas¬ 
ing,  especially  where  medium  size  properties  are  concerned  of  four 
or  five  bedrooms,  and  the  problem  is  in  controlling  these  where  no 
planning  permission  is  sought  from  the  local  authority.  There  is 
clearly  a  demand  in  the  District  for  single  room  accommodation  and 
this  situation  is  being  exploited,  often  to  a  quite  unacceptable  degree, 
by  landlords.  The  number  of  properties  where  two  or  three  rooms 
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are  let  as  individual  units  is  increasing  and  with  the  high  rent  that 
can  be  demanded,  the  local  authority  has  a  definite  obligation  and 
responsibility  to  ensure  that  landlords  provide  adequate  facilities  and 
means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire.  This  control  must  be  regarded  as 
essential  if  it  is  to  ensure  that  the  same  lowering  of  housing  standards 
is  not  experienced  in  this  District  as  has  happened  in  other  com¬ 
muting  areas  where  effective  control  has  not  been  achieved. 

(d)  Council  Housing 

The  Council  owns  2,923  houses  and  flats,  584  of  which  were  built 
before  the  war.  Forty-four  houses  and  81  flats  were  built  during  1972 
and  a  further  40  houses  and  32  flats  were  in  the  course  of  erection. 

One  hundred  and  eighty-four  houses  and  flats  were  built  by  private 
enterprise  during  the  year. 

Three  hundred  and  twenty-nine  family  units  were  rehoused, 
including  forty-four  exchanges  from  houses  of  a  size  unsuited  to  the 
occupants. 

The  number  of  applicants  on  the  Councirs  list  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  499. 

Total  number  of  Visits  in  connection  with  Housing 


Housing  inspections  (on  complaint,  clearance, 


Rent  Acts,  etc.) . 

778 

Multiple  Occupation 

136 

Overcrowding 

4 

Improvement  Grants,  including  Qualification 
Certificates 

...  1,387 

Housing  Loans 

41 

House  Condition  Survey  ... 

...  1,755 
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WORKPLACES 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 


Eighty-eight  premises  were  newly  registered  during  the  year  but 
allowing  for  removals  from  the  register,  the  net  increase  in  the 
number  of  registered  premises  was  thirty.  The  majority  of  new 
registrations  were  made  following  a  general  inspection  and  it  was 
apparent  that  most  of  the  occupiers  concerned  were  not  aware  of  the 
necessity  to  give  prior  notice  under  Section  49  (1). 

The  number  of  general  inspections  carried  out  during  the  year  was 
in  line  with  a  three-year  cycle  for  all  premises. 

None  of  the  ten  accidents  notified  call  for  special  comment.  The 
fact  that  once  again,  however,  six  of  these  were  received  from  the 
occupier  of  one  premises  which,  as  mentioned  in  previous  reports,  is 
noted  for  generally  high  standards,  does  seem  to  indicate  that  many 
accidents  are  not  being  notified.  Local  publicity  has  had  little  effect. 

Very  few  difficulties  were  encountered  in  securing  compliance  with 
the  requirements  of  the  Act  following  notification  to  the  occupier  and 
in  no  case  was  legal  action  necessary. 


Registrations  and  General  Inspections 


Class  of  Premises 

Number 
of  premises 
registered 
during  the  year 

Number  of  regis¬ 
tered  premises  at 
end  of  year 

Number  of  regis¬ 
tered  premises 
receiving  a  general 
inspection  during 
the  year 

Offices 

38 

193 

71 

Retail  Shops 

35 

305 

141 

Wholesale  shops, 
Warehouses 

3 

14 

4 

Catering  establish¬ 
ments  open  to  the 
public,  canteens 

12 

47 

14 

Fuel  storage  depots  ... 

— 

1 

- — 

Totals 

88 

560 

230 

Total  number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to 

Registered  Premises  under  the  Act .  479 
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Analysis  by  workplace  of  persons  employed  in  registered  premises 
at  end  of  year 


Class  of  workplace 

Number  of 
persons 

Offices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

employed 

2,553 

Retail  shops  ... 

1,803 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

90 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public  . . . 

318 

Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

55 

Fuel  storage  depots . 

4 

Total 

4,823 

Total  Males 

2,346 

Total  Females 

2,477 

Analysis  of  Contraventions 


Section 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

23 

24 


Number  of  Contraventions  found 


Cleanliness 

Overcrowding 

Temperature 

Ventilation 

Lighting 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

Washing  Facilities  . 

Supply  of  Drinking  Water . 

Clothing  Accommodation  . 

Sitting  Facilities  . 

Seats  (Sedentary  Workers) . 

Hating  Facilities  . 

Floors,  passage  and  stairs  . 

Fencing  Exposed  Parts  of  Machinery 
Protection  of  Young  Persons  from  Dangerous 
Machinery 

Training  of  Young  Persons  working  at 
Dangerous  Machinery 

Prohibition  of  Heavy  Work . 

First  Aid  . 

Hoists  and  Lifts 

Other  Matters  . 

TOTAL: 


26 

1 

40 

8 

3 

37 

14 

1 


33 

5 


30 

3 

124 

325 


Number  of  informal  notices  sent  to  occupiers  of  premises  123. 
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Analysis  of  Reported  Accidents 


Retail 

S  hops 

Catering 

Establish¬ 
ments  open 
to  the 
public 

Falls  of  persons  ... 

Stepping  on  or  striking  against 

2 

1 

object  or  person 

1 

— 

Handling  goods  ... 

— 

1 

Struck  by  falling  object  ... 

1 

— 

Use  of  hand  tools 

3 

— 

Not  otherwise  specified  ... 

1 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  (Hoists  and  Lifts) 
Regulations,  1968 

Four  reports  were  received  and  investigated  during  the  year. 

Shops  Act,  1950 

During  the  year  representations  were  made  by  the  Walton-on- 
Thames,  Hersham  and  Weybridge  Chamber  of  Trade  about  the  early 
closing  provisions  of  the  Act.  The  Chamber  of  Trade  supplied 
information  obtained  from  a  questionnaire  which  had  been  circulated 
to  its  members  which  indicated  that  a  majority  were  in  favour  of 
being  exempted  from  the  early  closing  provisions  and,  in  accordance 
with  the  Act,  a  vote  of  the  occupiers  of  all  shops  in  the  District  was 
taken.  The  results  indicated  that  at  least  half  of  the  votes  recorded 
in  the  majority  of  the  classes  were  in  favour  of  exemption  and  the 
Council  therefore  made  the  Walton  and  Weybridge  U.D.C.  (Early 
Closing  Day  Exemption)  Order,  1972,  exempting  shops  of  those 
classes  from  the  provisions  of  Section  1  (1)  of  the  Act. 

Several  enquiries  were  received  about  Sunday  Trading  and  about 
the  hours  of  employment  of  young  persons. 
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1. — Inspections 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  to  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority. 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

4 

2 

183 

50 

3 

25 

4 

TOTAL  ... 

212 

56 

3 

— 

2. — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  or 

Particulars 

Referred 

cases  in 
which 

Prosecutions 

were 

Instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

Overcrowding 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Unreasonable 

temperature 

Inadequate  ventilation 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

. 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(a)  Insufficient 

1 

— 

( b )  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

2 

7 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

— 

— 

1 

1 

TOTAL  ... 

5 

7 

2 

- — 

— 
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3. — Outwork  (Sections  133  and  134) 


Nature 
of  Work 

Section  133 

Section  134 

Outworkers  Lists 

No.  of 
instances  of 
work  in  un¬ 
wholesome 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
submitting 
lists 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure  to 
submit  lists 

Making  of 
locks, 
latches 
and  keys 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Protective 

clothing 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Four  visits  were  made  to  outworkers’  premises. 


Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1956 

The  Council’s  responsibility  under  this  Act  is  to  ensure  that  suitable 
and  sufficient  sanitary  conveniences  are  provided  for  workers  employed 
in  agricultural  units  and  that  they  are  maintained  in  a  satisfactory 
and  clean  condition.  In  one  case  authority  was  given  for  the  service 
of  a  notice  under  the  Act  but  the  work  was  completed  without  the 
necessity  to  serve  it. 


Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963 

Riding  Establishments  Act,  1964 

Seventeen  visits  were  made  during  the  year  to  establishments 
licensed  under  the  provisions  of  these  Acts  to  ensure  that  satisfactory 
standards  of  hygiene  are  maintained  and  licensing  conditions  observed. 
Recommendations  were  made  in  several  cases  and  these  were  taken 
into  account  at  the  time  licences  were  renewed. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS 


Swimming  and  Paddling  Pools 

Eighty-eight  visits  were  made  to  swimming  and  paddling  pools  and 
fifty-four  tests  were  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  to 
check  the  suitability  of  the  water  for  swimming  or  paddling.  In 
thirty-three  instances,  water  samples  were  submitted  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination.  The  percentage  of  unsatisfactory  samples  is 
fairly  low  and  the  chlorination  and  treatment  of  water  at  most 
schools  now  appears  to  be  satisfactory.  The  usual  high  standard  of 
water  purity  was  maintained  at  the  public  swimming  pool  at  Kings 
Close,  Walton-on-Thames. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

The  number  of  complaints  about  defective  drainage  systems  was 
143  which  was  a  25  per  cent  reduction  on  the  number  of  complaints 
made  in  the  previous  year.  The  number  of  visits  made  was  338  and 
Notices  were  served  in  connection  with  21  properties  requiring 
clearance,  repair  or  reconstruction. 

Several  problems  arose  in  the  St.  George’s  Hill  area  where  a 
number  of  houses  are  served  by  septic  tank  installations  and  the 
nature  of  the  subsoil  in  certain  places  is  such  that  the  effluent  cannot 
easily  be  disposed  of.  It  may  seem  incredible,  but  it  is  a  fact  that 
many  houses  in  this  area,  sometimes  called  the  “Beverley  Hills  of 
Surrey”,  still  have  very  crude  methods  of  sewage  disposal.  Fortun¬ 
ately,  most  of  the  systems  have  been  working  without  fault  for  many 
years,  but  some  only  a  few  years  after  construction  have  caused 
nuisance  and  severe  discomfort  to  the  unfortunate  owners  and  their 
neighbours.  No  matter  how  beautiful  a  house  looks,  it  fails  to  live  up 
to  that  beauty  if  the  garden  floods  with  smelly  sewage,  and  it  is  at 
the  design  stage  that  this  most  essential  amenity  should  be  considered 
in  more  detail  than  hitherto. 

Pail  and  Chemical  Closets 

The  number  of  pail  and  chemical  closets  in  the  District  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was  25.  The  reduction  from  last  year’s  figure  of  38  was 
almost  wholly  due  to  the  connection  of  properties  in  Field  Common 
to  the  new  sewer. 
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Miscellaneous  Public  Health  Nuisances 


One  hundred  and  fifty-nine  complaints  were  received  about  various 
matters  coming  under  this  heading  necessitating  four  hundred  and 
eighty-four  visits.  Smells,  dogs,  accumulations  of  rubbish  and  dirty 
conditions  were  the  main  reasons  for  complaint.  Following  national 
publicity  that  the  “beads”  used  in  certain  necklaces  of  African  manu¬ 
facture  contained  abrin — a  poisonous  substance — many  people  visited 
the  Department  to  hand  in  unwanted  beads.  Most  of  these  necklaces 
and  bracelets  were  very  old  having  been  bought  as  souvenirs  many 
years  ago.  All  were  destroyed. 

In  addition  to  the  usual  complaints  recorded  under  this  heading, 
complaints  were  also  received  about  exploding  lemonade  bottles,  lead 
in  the  paint  of  toys,  allegedly  unsafe  toys  and  several  other  matters 
not  normally  within  the  scope  of  the  Department.  Every  effort  was 
made  to  assist  the  complainant  to  reach  the  proper  authority  or  if 
this  was  not  possible  to  advise  him  on  the  proper  course  of  action 
to  take. 


CLEAN  AIR 

There  were  55  complaints  and  153  visits  in  connection  with  atmo¬ 
spheric  pollution  during  the  year,  the  majority  of  which  were  about 
bonfires  on  domestic  premises  and  smoke  from  the  demolition  of 
buildings.  Contractors  who  undertake  to  clear  sites  for  redevelop¬ 
ment  need  to  pay  particular  care  if  nuisances  to  the  occupants  of 
neighbouring  premises  are  to  be  avoided.  Sometimes,  however, 
burning  is  carried  out  in  an  uncontrolled  manner  often  by  setting 
light  to  the  building  to  dispose  of  the  combustible  element  and 
complaints  are  received. 

An  application  under  Section  6  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1968  for 
approval  to  the  height  of  a  chimney  at  a  factory  in  the  District  was 
refused  by  the  Council  and  became  the  subject  of  an  appeal  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Environment.  The  appeal  was  allowed  on 
the  grounds  that  the  Council’s  reason  for  refusing  the  application 
could  not  be  substantiated  under  the  terms  of  the  Act.  In  the  event, 
the  new  chimney  was  not  constructed. 

Daily  measurements  of  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  concentrations 
continued  to  be  taken  and  the  details  were  submitted  for  final  analysis 
to  the  Warren  Spring  Laboratory  of  the  Department  of  Trade  and 
Industry,  as  part  of  the  National  Survey. 
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NOISE 


The  increasing  number  of  complaints  received  about  noise,  which 
for  the  purpose  of  comparison  is  now  not  many  less  than  the  com¬ 
plaints  received  about  housing  defects,  reflects  the  public  concern 
for  this  form  of  environmental  pollution. 

The  investigation  of  complaints  is  often  protracted  and  time 
consuming  demanding  a  considerable  degree  of  tact  and  under¬ 
standing  and  frequently  the  inspector  finds  himself  as  the  arbiter 
between  the  complainant  and  those  causing  the  noise.  In  some  cases 
the  application  of  quantitative  standards  is  possible  whilst  in  others 
a  subjective  assessment  only  can  be  made  but,  always  there  is  a  need 
for  firmness  and  persuasion.  The  inspector  must  be  able  to  identify 
the  noise  source,  satisfy  himself  that  the  complaint  is  reasonable  and 
capable  of  being  substantiated  in  law,  and  be  prepared  to  advise  on 
measures  which  need  to  be  taken  to  bring  about  an  improvement. 
If  the  complaint  cannot  be  substantiated  in  legal  terms,  he  must  be 
prepared  to  say  so  and,  in  most  cases,  be  sympathetic  with  the  com¬ 
plainant  as  statutory  powers  are  singularly  weak. 

Most  of  the  complaints  received  arose  from  roadworks,  construc¬ 
tion  or  demolition  sites  and  were  therefore  of  limited  duration. 
Better  maintenance  of  machinery  such  as  concrete  mixers  and  pumps 
would  reduce  noise  from  this  source  as  would  the  use  of  mufflers  and 
acoustic  screens  where  pneumatic  concrete  breakers  are  used.  Noise 
from  industrial  and  commercial  premises  accounted  for  most  other 
complaints  with  fan  motors  being  the  most  frequent  source. 

An  incident  worth  mentioning  as  illustrative  of  the  desirability  for 
consultation  before  installation  was  the  siting  of  dredging  machinery 
at  a  point  on  the  Thames  near  Sunbury  Lock  which  caused  a  number 
of  complaints  to  be  made  by  people  living  on  the  Sunbury  side  of  the 
river.  The  complaints  were  considered  justified  and  the  contractors 
agreed  to  undertake  a  number  of  modifications  for  the  purpose  of 
reducing  noise. 

During  the  year  a  preliminary  survey  of  the  District  was  carried 
out  using  the  B.  and  K.  Noise  Level  Meter  Type  2204. 

The  aim  was  to  gain  experience  for  the  preparation  of  a  map  of 
the  background  noise  levels  in  the  District.  Such  a  Noise  Map  would 
be  of  value  in  dealing  with  new  sources  and  for  the  general  control 
of  noise.  The  preliminary  survey  showed  a  fairly  quiet  area  with 
noise  from  road  traffic  and  aircraft  being  the  dominant  noise  sources. 

A  total  of  69  complaints  were  received  necessitating  266  visits. 
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Aircraft  Noise 


Monitoring  of  aircraft  overflying  the  District  on  an  outward  route 
from  London  Airport  was  continued  during  the  year.  One  of  the 
purposes  of  this  monitoring  has  been  to  check  the  flight  paths  and  to 
bring  to  the  attention  of  the  Department  of  Trade  and  Industry  the 
many  instances  where  aircraft  have  flown  over  more  populated  areas 
up  to  two  miles  off  the  intended  route. 

The  introduction  of  the  navigational  beacon  at  Ockham  coupled 
with  a  slight  variation  in  the  route  of  aircraft  following  easterly  take¬ 
off  which  was  made  during  the  year,  resulted  in  much  greater  flying 
accuracy  and  the  Mole  Valley  Minimum  Noise  Route  was  in  con¬ 
sequence  being  used  for  its  intended  purpose  for  the  first  time,  and 
some  relief  was  brought  to  the  urban  district.  However,  the  use  of 
the  correct  flight  path  was  to  the  disadvantage  of  those  living  under¬ 
neath  and  strong  objections  were  made  to  the  Minister  of  Trade  who 
asked  the  Noise  Advisory  Council  to  examine  the  Minimum  Noise 
Route  Concept  and,  in  particular,  whether  there  is  a  limit  to  the 
concentration  of  traffic  people  can  accept. 

There  was  no  change  in  the  route  of  aircraft  on  westerly  take-off. 

Noise  from  aircraft  poses  many  problems  and  those  people  living 
within  a  few  miles  of  a  major  airport  are  bound  inevitably  to  be 
subjected  to  fairly  high  noise  levels.  The  Minimum  Noise  Route  was 
seen  as  a  way  of  limiting  the  numbers  affected  but  opinion  now  seems 
to  favour  a  general  dispersal  of  aircraft  and  noise. 

During  the  year  a  joint  meeting  was  held  between  representatives 
of  the  Walton  and  Weybridge  Council  and  the  Esher  Council  for  the 
purpose  of  discussing  aircraft  noise.  Representatives  of  the  Surrey 
County  Council  were  also  present.  Although,  of  course,  it  must 
always  be  possible  for  opinions  on  aircraft  noise  to  be  put  forward 
from  all  sections  of  the  public  it  is  desirable  that  the  matter  be  con¬ 
sidered  over  a  reasonably  wide  area  and  such  joint  meetings  are  to 
be  welcomed. 

Mr.  J.  Johnson,  student  public  health  inspector,  chose  “Aircraft 
Noise  in  the  Walton-on-Thames  Area”  as  the  subject  of  a  Project 
Report  which  he  submitted  in  partial  fulfilment  of  the  requirements 
of  the  B.Sc  Course  with  Honours  in  Environmental  Health. 
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Pest  Control 


During  the  year  the  rodent  operator  continued  the  eternal  battle 
against  rats  and  mice  and  it  is  a  tribute  to  his  work  that  no  major 
infestations  were  reported  in  the  District.  As  mentioned  last  year, 
warfarin  resistance  in  mice  has  been  encountered  but  traps  and  alpha- 
chloralose,  a  poison,  have  been  found  to  be  very  effective  alternatives. 

The  number  of  complaints  about  wasps  were  only  about  one  third 
of  those  made  in  the  previous  two  years  but  the  number  of  complaints 
about  other  insects  is  tending  to  increase.  Whilst  it  is  not  always 
possible  to  give  assistance  in  dealing  with  all  the  various  pests,  the 
officers  of  the  Department  are  ever  willing  to  advise  and,  in  addition 
to  those  pests  specifically  mentioned  in  the  tables,  advice  and  assist¬ 
ance  was  given  in  connection  with  foxes,  moles,  snakes,  rabbits, 
slugs,  many  species  of  beetle,  weevils,  clover  mite,  crickets,  spiders, 
silver  fish,  bugs,  moths,  earwigs,  mosquitoes,  frogs,  toads  and  bats. 

A  small  number  of  bat  infestations  beneath  the  tile-hung  walls  of 
houses  are  regularly  reported  each  year  and  it  is  often  a  matter  of 
wonderment  to  the  occupants  of  the  house  when,  after  treatment,  the 
rodent  operator  removes  upwards  of  250  such  animals. 

In  one  instance,  it  was  necessary  to  serve  a  notice  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949  to  require 
the  destruction  of  an  infestation  of  mice  in  a  house  where  the  occupier 
refused  to  allow  the  rodent  operator  to  carry  out  the  necessary 
disinfestation. 


The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the 
year : — 


Rodent  Control  (Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949). 


Complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  394 

Properties  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  481 

Number  found  infested  with  rats  ...  ...  167 

Number  found  infested  with  mice  ...  ...  135 


Total  number  of  visits  and  revisits  ... 

Insects. 

Complaints  received:  — 

...  1,673 

Ants 

43 

Cockroaches 

12 

Fleas  . 

14 

Flies  . 

11 

Others  . 
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Total  number  of  visits  and  revisits  ... 

157 
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(c)  Wasps  and  Bees. 

Complaints  received :  — 

W  asps  ...  ...  ...  ... 

13  ees  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  wasps  nests  destroyed 
Total  number  of  visits  and  revisits  ... 

(d)  Other  Pests. 

Complaints  received :  — 

Pigeons 

Squirrels 

Others 

Total  number  of  visits  and  revisits  ... 


163 

21 

126 

236 


24 

69 

22 

290 


Rag  Flock 

Two  samples  of  filling  material  were  taken  during  the  year,  both 
of  which  were  satisfactory. 


PETROLEUM 

No  accidents  or  fires  in  connection  with  the  storage  of  petroleum 
spirit  were  reported  during  the  year.  A  leak  of  petrol  was  suspected 
from  a  storage  tank  but  following  tests  this  was  not  confirmed. 

The  total  number  of  licences  issued  was  sixty-three,  fifty  of  which 
were  in  respect  of  petrol  filling  stations  and  one  in  respect  of  a  major 
depot.  The  total  quantity  of  petroleum  spirit  which  can  be  stored 
under  licence  in  the  District  is  5,274,951  gallons. 

The  total  number  of  visits  to  licensed  premises  during  the  year  was 
two  hundred  and  one. 

DEPOSIT  OF  POISONOUS  WASTE  ACT,  1972 

This  Act,  which  came  into  force  during  the  year,  makes  it  an 
offence  to  deposit  poisonous  waste  on  land  so  as  to  give  rise  to  an 
environmental  hazard.  It  also  requires  persons  who  remove  poisonous 
waste  from  premises  with  a  view  to  its  being  deposited  elsewhere  to 
give  notice  to  the  appropriate  local  authorities  and  river  purification 
boards.  The  introduction  of  the  Act  was  accompanied  by  national 
publicity  and,  in  addition,  letters  were  sent  to  all  premises  in  the 
District  thought  to  be  affected  by  it. 

The  rather  involved  notification  system  required  by  the  Act  was 
operating  satisfactorily  by  the  end  of  the  year. 
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